MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
•
for his alliance against the Lombards.1 The dowry given to Riguntis
in 584,2 the 6,000 solidi of alms given by CWldebert to the Abb£
of Saint-Germain for the poor,3 and the munificence of Dagobert I,
who covered die apse of Saint-Denis with silver,4 give us some
idea of the wealth of the Prankish kings. Like the Byzantines, they
employed their treasure largely for political purposes; for example,
Brunhild in 596 was able, by means of a money payment, to
prevent the Avars from attacking Thuringia,5
It therefore cannot be said that the kings accumulated wealth
only for themselves.
But the Ostrogothic sovereigns were even richer. It is enough
to recall the sumptuous buildings erected by Theodoric. And the
same may be said of the Visigoths: in 631 the pretender Sisenand
offered 200,000 gold solidi to Dagobert in order to obtain his
support against Svinthila;6 and Lcovigild promised 30,000 to
the Emperor's lieutenant if he would take his part against
his son.7
The importance of the revenue from the tonlivux among the
Visigoths may be deduced from the fact that breaches of trust on
the part of the farmers were punished by death, as under Roman
law.8 The registers of the taxes were always kept by them,0 and
the kings paid their officials.10 The description given by Vcnantius
Fortunatus of the treasure brought by Galswinth gives us some
idea of their wealth.11
Gold, in short, continually played its part in their policy as it
did in that of Byzantium; the kings bought one another and sold
themselves.
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